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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Brief descriptions for 
Figures 2A and 2B are missing. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claims 13-17 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent form 
for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel 
the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. 

Claims 13-17 refer to a "system of claim 1". However, claim 1 recites a 
"method". For examination purposes, claims 13-17 are being considered to depend on 
claim 10. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
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international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Myr [6,577,946]. 
Myr discloses a method and system [for traffic information gathering via cellular phone 
networks for intelligent transportation systems] for determining traffic conditions of 
selected routes using a wireless device including wireless phone, wireless computer, a 
wireless PDA, or a combination thereof (figure 1). According to Myr, there is provided a 
plurality of wireless devices (e.g., 100, 102, 104, 106), each said wireless devices being 
located in at least one vehicle traveling on said selected routes (figures 8-10), for 
receiving a number of signals at various times from vehicles traveling on said selected 
routes (abstract, figure 4); and a processor for counting total number of the signals 
received on said selected routes, comparing said total number of the signals with a 
predetermined value, determining location of said vehicles at said various times on said 
selected routes if said total number of signals is greater than the predetermined value 
(figure 1,, columns 1, 3-4. Also, there is provided a central computer for computing 
velocity of the vehicles at said various times on said selected routes based on said 
location information, creating a traffic profile based on the location and computed 
velocity of the vehicles and sending said traffic profile of said selected routes to the 
vehicles (figure 1, 4, columns 3-4). Myr also discloses periodically polling said wireless 
devices to track the location information of the vehicles traveling in said selected route 
and wherein said traffic profile includes average velocity of the vehicles traveling in said 
routes, estimate time of arrival for said route, driving directions of said routes, driving 
directions, of alternate routes, or combination thereof (column 6, 9, 18, 19). In addition, 
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Myr discloses flagging the vehicle having a zero velocity (column 8), continuously 
updating the traffic profile based on changes in location and velocity of the vehicles 
(column 20), wherein location of the vehicles is determined only when there are 
sufficient number of the vehicles traveling on said selected routes (column 8). 
Furthermore, Myr discloses that traffic profile can be automatically sent to the vehicle via 
said wireless device or can be sent to the vehicle via said wireless device only upon 
request and, wherein traffic profile is sent in formats such as text, video, audio or the 
combination thereof (column 2). Still, according to Myr, there is provided a database for 
storing the location of the wireless devices received from the wireless communications 
network (column 3-4), wherein the database includes record of each user of the wireless 
device, said record includes identity information of the user of the wireless device, the 
phone number of the wireless device, user's selection of automatically receiving traffic 
profile, user's selection of receiving traffic profile upon request, user's selection of 
method of receiving the traffic profile, or a combination thereof (column 4, 6). The 
central computer, according to Myr, coordinates with said wireless communications 
network for information needed to create said traffic profile (columns 4-5). There is also 
provided, according to Myr, GPS device integrated with said wireless communications 
network for determining the location of the vehicles at said various times, wherein said 
central computer coordinates with said GPS device for additional information needed to 
create the traffic profile (column 2). 
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5. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Alewine et al 
[6,150,961]. 

Alewine et al discloses a method and system [automated traffic mapping] for determining 
traffic conditions of selected routes using a wireless device including wireless phone, 
wireless computer, a wireless PDA, or a combination thereof (abstract, figure 2, 4 and 
column 1). There is provided a plurality of wireless devices (column 1, columns 3-4), 
each said wireless devices being located in at least one vehicle traveling on said selected 
routes (figure 5), for receiving a number of signals at various times from vehicles 
traveling on said selected routes (abstract, figure 4); and a processor for counting total 
number of the signals received on said selected routes, comparing said total number of 
the signals with a predetermined value, determining location of said vehicles at said 
various times on said selected routes if said total number of signals is greater than the 
predetermined value (columns 3-4). Also, there is provided a central computer for 
computing velocity of the vehicles at said various times on said selected routes based on 
said location information, creating a traffic profile based on the location and computed 
velocity of the vehicles and sending said traffic profile of said selected routes to the 
vehicles (figure 2-3, column 4). Alewine et al also discloses periodically polling said 
wireless devices to track the location information of the vehicles traveling in said selected 
route and wherein said traffic profile includes average velocity of the vehicles traveling 
in said routes, estimate time of arrival for said route, driving directions of said routes, 
driving directions of alternate routes, or combination thereof (figure 4, column 3-4). In 
addition, Alewine et al discloses flagging the vehicle having a zero velocity (column 3), 
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i.e., determining whether the vehicle is moving by monitoring its speed, continuously 
updating the traffic profile based on changes in location and velocity of the vehicles 
(columns 3-4), wherein location of the vehicles is determined only when there are 
sufficient number of the vehicles traveling on said selected routes (column 5). Alewine et 
al further discloses that traffic profile can be automatically sent to the vehicle via said 
wireless device or can be sent to the vehicle via said wireless device only upon request 
and, wherein traffic profile is sent in formats such as text, video, audio or the 
combination thereof (column 4). Alewine et al discloses a database for storing the 
location of the wireless devices received from the wireless communications network 
(figure 2, columns 3-4), wherein the database includes record of each user of the wireless 
device, said record includes identity information of the user of the wireless device, the 
phone number of the wireless device, user's selection of automatically receiving traffic 
profile, user's selection of receiving traffic profile upon request, user's selection of 
method of receiving the traffic profile, or a combination thereof (columns 2, 4, 6). The 
central computer, according to Alewine et al, coordinates with said wireless 
communications network for information needed to create said traffic profile (column 3). 
There is also provided, according to Alewine et al, GPS device integrated with said 
wireless communications network for determining the location of the vehicles at said 
various times, wherein said central computer coordinates with said GPS device for 
additional information needed to create the traffic profile (columns 1, 3-4). 
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Conclusion 



6. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
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Etra et al 
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Hassett et al 



Feb. 1994 



6,587,777 



St. Pierre 



Jul. 2003 



US 2003/0154017 



Ellis 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacques H. Louis- Jacques whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6962. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 5:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on 571-272-6956. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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